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CITY CHARTER OVERVIEW
• Powers of City Council regarding the 

Public Utilities Department
• Measure MM
• Powers of the Board of Public Utilities 
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CITY COUNCIL POWERS
• Section 406:  All powers of the City are 

vested in the City Council except as 
otherwise provided in the Charter

• Key powers include:
– Appointing and removing RPU Board 

members
– Adopt ordinances and resolutions for RPU 
– Approve the RPU budget 
– Waive formal construction procurement 

requirements for RPU construction projects
– Approve rates recommended by RPU Board
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MEASURE MM
• Voters approved in November 2004
• Amended the City Charter
• New powers to RPU Board

– Award construction contracts 
– Approve buying goods and services
– Authorize RPU GM to negotiate and 

execute customer contracts for utility 
service



RiversideCa.gov

LIMITS OF MEASURE MM
• Cannot exceed Council-approved 

budget
• Only applies to goods, services and 

construction projects
• Individual customer contracts limited 

to Council-approved rates
• All other contracts must be approved 

by City Council
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EXAMPLES OF CONTRACTS THAT 
NEED CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL

• Real Property Transactions 
• Power Purchase Agreements
• Wholesale water agreements
• Grants 
• Settlement Agreements
• Agreements not within City Council 

approved budget
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WHY MEASURE MM?
• “The City should be allowed to serve its 

utility customers faster than the current 
charter allows.  Under this proposal, the 
City Council would still control all 
spending and policies”

• Approval of customer contracts “would 
allow the City to attract and retain 
economically important institutions and 
companies and, if de-regulation returns, 
would allow the City to compete for the 
utility business of its biggest customers”
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